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  May He  
Who was born  
In a cavern and 
Lay in a manger 

For our  
Salvation sake, 

Christ  
Our true God, 
Bless you this 
Nativity Season 
And in the  
Coming  
New Year  
With every  
Good thing.  

The Light of Orthodoxy 
 

A R C H D I O C E S E  O F  P I T T SB U R G H  A N D  
W E S T E R N  P E N N S Y L V A N I A 

W I N T E R  2 0 2 1 

 
The Nativity According to the  
Flesh of Our Lord God  
And Savior Jesus Christ 

 
'   And when the fullness of time was come, God sent His         
only-begotten Son' (Gal. 4:4), to save the human race.  And 
when the ninth month had come after the archangel Gabriel   ap-
peared to the most holy Virgin in Nazareth, saying: 'Hail, thou 
that art highly favored... thou shalt conceive and bear a son' - at 
that time a decree went forth from Caesar Augustus that all the 
inhabitants of the Roman Empire be taxed. In accordance with 
this decree, everyone had to go to his own town and there be in-
scribed.  Therefore righteous Joseph came with the most holy 
Virgin to Bethlehem, the city of David, for they were both of the 
royal House of David. But, there being a great many people in 

that small city for the census, Joseph and Mary could not find a lodging in any 
house, and found shelter in a cave which the shepherds used as a sheepfold. In 
this cave the most holy Virgin gave birth to the Savior of the world, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Bearing Him without pain, as He was conceived without sin of the 
Holy Spirit and not of man, she herself wrapped Him in swaddling bands, wor-
shipped Him as God and laid Him in a manger. 'Then righteous Joseph drew 
near and worshipped Him as the divine Fruit of a virgin womb. Then the shep-
herds came in from the fields,        directed by an angel of God, and worshipped 
Him as Messiah and Savior. The shepherds had heard a multitude of angels 
singing: 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill among 
men' (Lk 2:14). At that time there also came wise men from the East, led by a 
wonderful star, bearing their gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh, and wor-
shipped Him as King of kings, offering Him their gifts (Mt 2: 11). Thus He 
came into the world Whose coming had been foretold by the prophets and Who 
was born in the way that they had prophesied: of the most holy Virgin, in the 
city of Bethlehem, of the lineage of David according to the flesh, at the time 
when there was no longer in Jerusalem a king of the tribe of Judah, but Herod 
the stranger was on the throne. After many types and prefigurings, messengers 
and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise men and kings, finally He ap-
peared, the Lord of the world and King of kings, to perform the work of the  
salvation of mankind that could not be performed by His servants. May His be 
eternal glory and praise! Amen. 
 

Extracted from the Prologue written by St. Nicholi of Zicha. 
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Christ is Born!!!  

Glorify Him!!!  

To the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and West-
ern Pennsylvania, 

 

            As we approach the Season of the Nativity of our 
Lord through the fasting and prayer which the Church     
prescribes for us at this time, it is also time to reflect about 
why it is that we have this celebration at all. A question 
which seldom is even asked, much less answered, is ñWhy, 
after the disobedience, the ñFallò of our first parents from 
the life given to them by our Creator, did God even bother 
with us? Why didnôt he just start over and create new beings 
in His image and likeness? It would seem that it is the    
qualities of His ñimage and likenessò which God was and is 

so jealous to preserve. So, what is it about being in Godôs óimage and likenessô that would 
prohibit Him from simply starting over? The answer, it has been said, is in the quality of 
Freedom. To be created in the Image and Likeness of God is to be created free. Thus, it 
seems clear that for God to óstart overô would be to take the same chance as He did the 
first time around. Thus the real alternative for God is to fix His creation from the óinsideô, 
so to speak. His solution was to become one of us, to become part of His creation. Thus, 
He chose a family which He multiplied into a nation from the midst of which He chose a 
pure virgin who was prepared for from the ages, and by the operation of the Holy Spirit 
the Son of God took the human nature of that young woman and made it His own. That 
humanity which He adopted grew up perfectly through every aspect of Human existence 
until it was offered to His Father on the Cross. In other words, He ófixedô our condition 
from the óinsideô in such a way that human beings can become one with Him through their 
baptism in which we die to the separation caused by the disobedience of our first parents, 
and rise into the life which He has prepared for us. He provides for our nourishment in 
and through His body and the reception of His life through His blood. Let us prepare care-
fully to celebrate this great gift so that we can properly appreciate it on a personal level, so 
that being changed by it, we will lead others to it as well. 

 
+Melchisedek of Pittsburgh 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH  
AND WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA  
ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA  

OFFICIAL CHANGES  
 
CADMAN, PROTODEACON ALEXANDER, was ordained to the Holy Priesthood at the         
St. John the Baptist Church, Canonsburg, PA, by His Eminence, Archbishop MELCHISEDEK on 
September 4, 2021. He is attached to the altar at the St. Nicholas Church, DuBois, PA.  
 
EVANSKY, ARCHPRIEST WILLIAM, is released from his duties as Acting Administrator of 
the St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Allison Park, PA, effective August 9, 2021. All other duties as 
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of PGH and W PA, Dean ï Northwest Deanery, and Rector of the 
Holy Ghost Church, Ambridge, PA, remain unchanged.  
 
HUNTER, PRIEST IGNATIUS, who had been Acting Rector of the Holy Trinity Church, State 
College, PA, is appointed Rector of the parish effective April 6, 2021.  
 
LEWIS, IGUMEN DAVID, is released from his duties as Rector of St. Michael Church, Irvona, 
PA, and Nativity of the Theotokos Church, Madera, PA, and is granted retirement effective Novem-
ber 21, 2021. He is attached in retirement to the altar at the St. Nicholas Church, DuBois, PA.  
 
MIKITA, ARCHPRIEST JOHN, is released from the omophorion of Archbishop ALEXANDER 
and the Diocese of the South (OCA) and is received into the Archdiocese of PGH and W PA 
(OCA). He is appointed Cathedral Dean of the St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Allison Park, PA, 
effective August 9, 2021.  
 
SIMERICK, ARCHPRIEST MICHAEL, is released in retirement from the Archdiocese of PGH 
and W PA (OCA) to the omophorion of His Eminence, Archbishop PAUL, and the Diocese of the 
Midwest (OCA), effective September 28, 2021.  
 
SKOWRON, SUBDEACON JOHN, was ordained to the Holy Diaconate at the St. Nicholas 
Church, McKees Rocks, PA, by His Eminence, Archbishop MELCHISEDEK on June 6, 2021. He 
is attached to the altar at the St. Nicholas Church, McKees Rocks, PA.  
 
PARISH CHANGES:  
 

 St. Mary Nativity Church, Masontown, PA, closed June 1, 2021.  

 

 Saints Peter and Paul Church, Moundsville, WV, closed June 1, 2021  
 

Approved for distribution:  
Archpriest William J. Evansky  

Chancellor Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania  
Orthodox Church in America (19 November 2021)  
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ICON PROCESSION 

 
On October 3, parishioners from St. Mary Orthodox Church, Southside Pittsburgh;             
St. Andrew Orthodox Church, Lyndora, St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, McKees Rocks and 
faithful from several other Orthodox Churches in the metro region gathered for an Icon     
Procession and Molieben.  The procession assembled at Station Square and processed to 
Mellon Square Park where there was a short Molieben.  There were numerous clergy and 
faithful participating.   


