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The Nativity According to the
Flesh of Our Lord God
And Savior Jesus Christ

May He
Who was born
In a cavern and
Lay in a manger
For our
Salvation sake,
Christ
Our true God,
Bless you this
Nativity Season
And in the
Coming
New Year
With every
Good thing.

' And when the fullness of time was come, God sent His
only-begotten Son' (Gal. 4:4), to save the human race. And
when the ninth month had come after the archangel Gabriel appeared to the most holy Virgin in Nazareth, saying: 'Hail, thou
that art highly favored... thou shalt conceive and bear a son' - at
that time a decree went forth from Caesar Augustus that all the
inhabitants of the Roman Empire be taxed. In accordance with
this decree, everyone had to go to his own town and there be inscribed. Therefore righteous Joseph came with the most holy
Virgin to Bethlehem, the city of David, for they were both of the
royal House of David. But, there being a great many people in
that small city for the census, Joseph and Mary could not find a lodging in any
house, and found shelter in a cave which the shepherds used as a sheepfold. In
this cave the most holy Virgin gave birth to the Savior of the world, the Lord
Jesus Christ. Bearing Him without pain, as He was conceived without sin of the
Holy Spirit and not of man, she herself wrapped Him in swaddling bands, worshipped Him as God and laid Him in a manger. 'Then righteous Joseph drew
near and worshipped Him as the divine Fruit of a virgin womb. Then the shepherds came in from the fields,
directed by an angel of God, and worshipped
Him as Messiah and Savior. The shepherds had heard a multitude of angels
singing: 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill among
men' (Lk 2:14). At that time there also came wise men from the East, led by a
wonderful star, bearing their gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh, and worshipped Him as King of kings, offering Him their gifts (Mt 2: 11). Thus He
came into the world Whose coming had been foretold by the prophets and Who
was born in the way that they had prophesied: of the most holy Virgin, in the
city of Bethlehem, of the lineage of David according to the flesh, at the time
when there was no longer in Jerusalem a king of the tribe of Judah, but Herod
the stranger was on the throne. After many types and prefigurings, messengers
and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of the world and King of kings, to perform the work of the
salvation of mankind that could not be performed by His servants. May His be
eternal glory and praise! Amen.
Extracted from the Prologue written by St. Nicholi of Zicha.
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Christ is Born!!!
Glorify Him!!!
To the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania,
As we approach the Season of the Nativity of our
Lord through the fasting and prayer which the Church
prescribes for us at this time, it is also time to reflect about
why it is that we have this celebration at all. A question
which seldom is even asked, much less answered, is “Why,
after the disobedience, the “Fall” of our first parents from
the life given to them by our Creator, did God even bother
with us? Why didn’t he just start over and create new beings
in His image and likeness? It would seem that it is the
qualities of His “image and likeness” which God was and is
so jealous to preserve. So, what is it about being in God’s ‘image and likeness’ that would
prohibit Him from simply starting over? The answer, it has been said, is in the quality of
Freedom. To be created in the Image and Likeness of God is to be created free. Thus, it
seems clear that for God to ‘start over’ would be to take the same chance as He did the
first time around. Thus the real alternative for God is to fix His creation from the ‘inside’,
so to speak. His solution was to become one of us, to become part of His creation. Thus,
He chose a family which He multiplied into a nation from the midst of which He chose a
pure virgin who was prepared for from the ages, and by the operation of the Holy Spirit
the Son of God took the human nature of that young woman and made it His own. That
humanity which He adopted grew up perfectly through every aspect of Human existence
until it was offered to His Father on the Cross. In other words, He ‘fixed’ our condition
from the ‘inside’ in such a way that human beings can become one with Him through their
baptism in which we die to the separation caused by the disobedience of our first parents,
and rise into the life which He has prepared for us. He provides for our nourishment in
and through His body and the reception of His life through His blood. Let us prepare carefully to celebrate this great gift so that we can properly appreciate it on a personal level, so
that being changed by it, we will lead others to it as well.
+Melchisedek of Pittsburgh

THE LIGHT OF ORTHODOXY
is the Quarterly Newsletter of the Archdiocese of
Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania, Orthodox
Church in America. News, and photos can be
submitted by e-mail to
hieromonkpatrick@msn.com
or by mail to Igumen Patrick, 105 S. 19th St.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15203.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF PITTSBURGH
AND WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA
OFFICIAL CHANGES
CADMAN, PROTODEACON ALEXANDER, was ordained to the Holy Priesthood at the
St. John the Baptist Church, Canonsburg, PA, by His Eminence, Archbishop MELCHISEDEK on
September 4, 2021. He is attached to the altar at the St. Nicholas Church, DuBois, PA.

EVANSKY, ARCHPRIEST WILLIAM, is released from his duties as Acting Administrator of
the St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Allison Park, PA, effective August 9, 2021. All other duties as
Chancellor of the Archdiocese of PGH and W PA, Dean – Northwest Deanery, and Rector of the
Holy Ghost Church, Ambridge, PA, remain unchanged.
HUNTER, PRIEST IGNATIUS, who had been Acting Rector of the Holy Trinity Church, State
College, PA, is appointed Rector of the parish effective April 6, 2021.
LEWIS, IGUMEN DAVID, is released from his duties as Rector of St. Michael Church, Irvona,
PA, and Nativity of the Theotokos Church, Madera, PA, and is granted retirement effective November 21, 2021. He is attached in retirement to the altar at the St. Nicholas Church, DuBois, PA.
MIKITA, ARCHPRIEST JOHN, is released from the omophorion of Archbishop ALEXANDER
and the Diocese of the South (OCA) and is received into the Archdiocese of PGH and W PA
(OCA). He is appointed Cathedral Dean of the St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Allison Park, PA,
effective August 9, 2021.
SIMERICK, ARCHPRIEST MICHAEL, is released in retirement from the Archdiocese of PGH
and W PA (OCA) to the omophorion of His Eminence, Archbishop PAUL, and the Diocese of the
Midwest (OCA), effective September 28, 2021.
SKOWRON, SUBDEACON JOHN, was ordained to the Holy Diaconate at the St. Nicholas
Church, McKees Rocks, PA, by His Eminence, Archbishop MELCHISEDEK on June 6, 2021. He
is attached to the altar at the St. Nicholas Church, McKees Rocks, PA.
PARISH CHANGES:
St. Mary Nativity Church, Masontown, PA, closed June 1, 2021.
Saints Peter and Paul Church, Moundsville, WV, closed June 1, 2021
Approved for distribution:
Archpriest William J. Evansky
Chancellor Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania
Orthodox Church in America (19 November 2021)
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ICON PROCESSION
On October 3, parishioners from St. Mary Orthodox Church, Southside Pittsburgh;
St. Andrew Orthodox Church, Lyndora, St. Nicholas Orthodox Church, McKees Rocks and
faithful from several other Orthodox Churches in the metro region gathered for an Icon
Procession and Molieben. The procession assembled at Station Square and processed to
Mellon Square Park where there was a short Molieben. There were numerous clergy and
faithful participating.
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50 YEARS OF PRIESTLY SERVICE
By the Grace of God, Archpriest Michael Hatrak received a Synodal Gramota in Honor of his 50th
Anniversary in the Holy Priesthood from His Eminence, Archbishop Melchisidek. Fr. Michael was
ordained on June 28, 1970 in St. Gregory Orthodox Church, Homestead by His Eminence,
Archbishop Amvrossy. May God grant Archpriest Michael Many Years!!!

ST.TIKHON’S
SEMINARY VISITS
HOLY GHOST
ORTHODOX CHURCH
On Sunday, December 6 the St, Tikhon’s
Mission Choir Quintet and Seminary Dean
Archpriest John Parker visited Holy Ghost
Orthodox Church and was guest homilist.
The choir sang the responses to the Divine
Liturgy and provided a concert in the Church hall. They brought the wonder
working Icon of St. Anne with them for the faithful to venerate.
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STUFFED WITH LOVE
On Thanksgiving Day, St. Mary Orthodox Church in Southside Pittsburgh, together with the Pittsburgh area
Rotary Clubs and the Pittsburgh Police produced 3300+Thanksgiving Dinners which were delivered by the
Pittsburgh Police to area residents in need. This effort annually attracts hundreds of volunteers from through
out the community, including numerous Orthodox Christians. Among the Orthodox Churches represented
were St. Mary Orthodox Church—Pittsburgh, Holy Virgin Orthodox Church—Carnegie and St. Alexander
Nevsky Orthodox Cathedral—Allison Park.
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UPDATE ON THE ONGOING
WORK OF THE ST. CYRIL OF
WHITE LAKE FOOD PANTRY
The St. Cyril of White Lake Food Pantry is normally open on even numbered Thursdays from 5:30pm
to 6:30pm. Everyone who seeks help is helped, and
patrons are provided with three days+ of food. This
year, the Food Pantry, has been seeing a decreased
number of families weekly, with this number ranging from 20 to 60+ per week.. This number has
dropped because there has been a covid related increase of food pantries around us. Each household
is served through your generosity and receives
food for three+ full days of meals. By God’s grace
and your kindness we were able to also provide
seed monies to two additional Orthodox Food Pantries to start on the outskirts of the City proper. any
one time [Note: The average real cost of food provided at to a household of three is $52.00. This
number is higher than last year due to the increase
in prices at the stores] We have been blessed with
generous donors and volunteers who have helped
maintain this sacred ministry of love, and who are
helping to start additional Orthodox Food Pantries
in our region.
Donations can be sent to:
St. Cyril of White Lake Orthodox Food Pantry
105 S. 19th St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15203

OUR THANKS AND
GOD’S BLESSINGS
The St. Cyril of White Lake Orthodox
Food Pantry and its staff thank everyone for
their faithful support, and are happy that
God has blessed the ministry to continue.
We ask your holy prayers and continued support as we enter 2022.

ON THE THREE WISE MEN
The Lord Jesus, born in Bethlehem, was first worshipped by shepherds and wise men from the East
- the simplest and the wisest of this world. In our
day also, those who most sincerely worship the
Lord Jesus as God and Savior are the simplest and
the wisest of this world. Twisted simplicity and
crazed wisdom have always been enemies of
Christ's divinity and of His Gospel. But who were
these wise men from the East? This question was
closely investigated by St. Dimitri of Rostov. He
asserts that they were kings of small regions or
groups of towns in Persia, Arabia and Egypt. At
the same time, they were greatly learned in astrology. The wonderful star that heralded the birth of
the new King appeared to them. According to St.
Dimitri, this star appeared nine months before the
birth of the Lord Jesus; that is, at the time when
the most holy Mother of God conceived Him.
They spent these nine months in studying this
star, in preparing for the journey and in traveling.
They arrived in Bethlehem very shortly after the
birth of the Savior of the world. One of them was
called Melchior. He was old, withered, with long
white hair and beard. He brought the Lord the gift
of gold. The second man was called Caspar; ruddy of face, young and beardless. He brought the
Lord the gift of frankincense. The third was called
Balthazar; black-skinned and heavily bearded. He
brought the Lord the gift of myrrh. After their
deaths, their bodies were taken to Constantinople,
from Constantinople to Milan and from Milan to
Cologne. It can be added that these three wise
men represented the three chief races of men that
descended from Noah's three sons: Shem, Ham
and Japheth. The Persian represented Japheth, the
Arabian Shem and the Egyptian Ham. Thus it can
be said that, through these three, the whole human
race worshipped our incarnate Lord and God.
On The Three Wise Men was adapted from The Prolgue of Ochrid,
Vol. 4 by St. Nikolai Velimirovic, Dec. 25 through Dec. 29.
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St Nicholas McKees Rocks Iconography Renewal Project
& Parish Life
St Nicholas Church in McKees Rocks has reached
a major milestone in our ongoing iconography renewal
project, completing all the iconography in the bottom
half of the temple. The latest additions were new icons
covering the walls of the children’s room and the candle
kiosk. 2022 will begin the work of new iconography on
the entire ceiling of the temple. The iconographer is
Archpriest Theodore Jurewicz of Erie PA.
On June 6, 2021,
John Skowron was ordained to the Holy Diaconate at the
hands of His Eminence Archbishop Melchisedek during a
festive Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, after successfully completing the Diaconal Vocations Program of the Orthodox
Church in America. Deacon John is employed at a major
Pittsburgh law firm, and he and Matushka Katrina have four
children. A reception was held in his honor following the
Divine Liturgy.
During the summer of 2021, our annual
Vacation Church School
was attended by 40 students through Grade 8 on
the theme of Spreading the Gospel. All the students gathered for lessons and music and then the younger students
completed crafts related to the lessons and the older students made a "live" video of the spreading of the gospel
and the persecution of the leaders featuring St Stephen
and St Paul the Apostle.
St. Nicholas Church continues charitable outreach
efforts in the local area, hosting an annual Community
Day where neighbors from the immediate area are
invited to fellowship with our community. Additionally,
a monthly food pantry is open, sometimes also providing
meals or clothing.
May God grant Deacon John
And his family Many Years!!!
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ORDINATION TO THE HOLY PRIESTHOOD
On Saturday, September 4, 2021, Pdn. Alexander
Cadman was ordained to the Holy Priesthood by His
Eminence. Several archdiocesan clergy concelebrated,
including the chancellor, Fr. Bill Evansky, and each of
the deans. The choir was beautifully directed by Fr.
John Kotalik, whose parish, St. John the Baptist
Church in Canonsburg, graciously hosted the event.
A 2004 graduate of St. Vladimir’s Seminary, Fr.
Alexander was assigned to Holy Trinity Church in State
College for more than a dozen years as its Director of
Ministries, and eventually, Acting Administrator when
Fr. John Reeves retired at the end of 2018. After a successful transition of his administrative responsibilities
to Fr. Ignatius Hunter, the new rector, was completed, Pdn. Alexander was released in January 2021
to St. Nicholas Church in DuBois to perform mission work throughout the Eastern
Deanery under the direction of the dean,
Fr. Mark Meholick.
While serving a multitude of communities through “Deacon’s Obednitsas”
with Holy Communion, Fr. Alexander discovered a call to the priesthood. He continues to travel, but now as an archpriest, celebrating the Divine Liturgy where needed.
His home in Zion (which is close to I-80),
where he lives with his wife, Mka. Jennifer, and his three children, Josiah, Rebekah, and Zachariah, provides easy access
to these churches.

May God grant
Archpriest Alexander
and his family Many Years!!!
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
Saints Peter and Paul of Crossingville Pennsylvania
celebrated its 100th year this year! The preparations began the
year before and the question was asked: Do we want this celebration to be just a trip down memory lane? The answer was
No. The parish decided then to put its efforts toward an outreach event for local families as the main focus of the celebration, inviting those in attendance to see where we began and
where we are headed. The idea of the event was to allow visitors to see our worship space, and explore what Orthodoxy is
with an
interactive description of the various aspects of Orthodox worship. Those that attended the event would visit
our newly dedicated "Theotokos Icon Garden" -- revealing the lives of the saints, as well as a tour of our new
Children's Education program space. As it was, this beautiful day in the middle of a series of thunderstorms also
included a pet
blessing and a
playground
blessing. A Parish family had a
food truck available all day. The afternoon included musical family
entertainment, a 'bounce house' and family games, finally ending the
Saturday with Great Vespers. The following day we celebrated the
Divine Liturgy with our Archbishop and had a luncheon with a compiled video of history and interviews of the past and present. It was a
wonderful weekend and has already brought numerous visitors and
two new inquirers, Glory to God! The parish plans to continue these
types of events throughout the year.
In reflection, on the celebration of our 100th anniversary as
the Orthodox Church in Crossingville and walking around personally on that day and observing many different people walking through
and reading the descriptions of various aspects of the divine worship,
and having numerous conversations about life in the Orthodox
Church with many people it was clear people are hungry for righteousness, they are seeking something real and true. Like the question
above, we had to ask: Are we prepared to receive those who come to
us? Is our house a house of prayer? What are we modeling to those
who visit us? We are
hoping, and praying
that we will continue to
live the faith and continue to reach out to
our community with
the Gospel and the
Light of the Orthodox
Faith. We plant the
seeds but God makes it
grow!
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NEWS FROM THE EASTERN DEANERY
On Saturday, June 26, 2021 St. Nicholas Church in DuBois
hosted the Archdiocesan Assembly at their new location of 301 S.
State Street in DuBois. Archpriests John Steffaro and Michael
Simerick who were attached to St. Nicholas Church in DuBois relocated outside of the Eastern Deanery to be closer to their families.
Deacon Alexander Cadman was elevated to the rank of Protodeacon
and was transferred from Holy Trinity Church, State College, to St.
Nicholas Church in DuBois. He was ordained to the holy priesthood
at St. John the Baptist Church in Canonsburg on Saturday, September 4. Fr. Alexander remains attached to St. Nicholas Church in DuBois and has been serving as needed throughout the Deanery as
well. Deacon Mark Oleynik was elevated to the rank of Protodeacon
at Holy Trinity Church in State College, where he remains attached. Igumen David (Lewis) has petitioned for and was granted
retirement on the Feast of the Entrance of the Most-Holy Theotokos
(November 21).
Progress on the Iconostasis at St. Nicholas Church in DuBois continues. The first tier is nearly completed, as can be seen in the photo.

RETIREMENT OF IGUMEN DAVID
On, November 21 2021 Igumen David (Lewis) retired from active pastoral
service. He was ordained 26 years ago at St. Tikhon’s Monastery and assigned to St. Michael Orthodox Church amd Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church as Pastor. He was tonsured a monk in 2003. By God’s grace he
has spent all 26 years of his priestly ministry at Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, Madera PA and St. Michael Orthodox Church, Irvona PA,
and in his latter years as confessor at Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood
City.

AN UPDATE ON
IGUMEN PATRICK’S RECOVERY
By God’s grace, and through your holy prayers, Igumen Patrick is recovering well from the
amputation of his legs. He is the third to last part of therapy—that is walking with crutches. In late
December he will be transiting to canes and hopefully a short time later to walking with no assisting
devices. He returned to serving with assistance in November. Thus far Archdiocesan priests and deacons
have been helping Fr. Patrick with serving the Divine Liturgy. God willing, in January, Fr. Patrick will be
able to return to full service.
With special training provided by the UPMC Adaptive Driving Program, Fr. Patrick has had his
driving privileges restored and his car is in the process of being outfitted with hand controls. In late December he will be able to begin making sick calls and other appointments without someone driving him.

SPECIAL THANK YOU to everyone—His Eminence, my brother priests, our deacons and everyone
for your help with this journey. By your prayers, donations, personal assistance and more, my recovery is
progressing and life is returning to a new normal. By God’s grace through your holy prayers, I am walking and serving. Thank you and God bless you!!!
Igumen Patrick (Carpenter)
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An ‘Orthodox Moment’?
Many Orthodox Churches are experiencing a clear uptick in inquiries from persons curious
about Orthodox Christianity.
A small rural parish in eastern Ohio has four catechuWhy is This Orthodox Moment
mens. A declining urban parish in St. Louis has five catechuHappening?
mens. Ditto parishes in New Jersey. A rural mission in MisThere
is
of
course
no single answer for why
souri has grown to 70 persons from under thirty in the past two
there
seems
to
be
an
increased thirst for
years. A parish in eastern Pennsylvania has more catechumens
Orthodox Christianity.
than they had in the previous ten years.
Pandemic isolation is no doubt causing
In a recent article describing similar experiences in other parsome to search for personal community.
ishes, Saint Vladimir’s seminary has referred to this as an
The pandemic itself has reminded people
“Orthodox Moment”.
that nothing is assured and has them asking
The question is what, if anything, will we make of this
‘ultimate questions’. (‘There are no atheists
in foxholes.’)
Orthodox moment? How will we respond? Will we retreat?
With time on their hands people have
Continue business as usual? Can we build awareness for our
parish? Can we become more accessible – literally and figura- reevaluated their past religious affiliations
or lack of same.
tively? Will we, as fishers of men, hope that people just jump
Certainly the significant increase in streaminto our fishing boat –or can we actively fish?
ing of services by Orthodox parishes has
Though your parish may not be experiencing an Ortho- given many inquirers a peek at local Orthodox moment as yet, it seems reasonable that there are similarly dox worship –reducing hesitancy to visit.
curious, thirsty people near your parish.
What can you do to improve fishing conditions?

Being Fishers of Men: Attracting Fish
Think Beyond Current Flock
In a recent workshop with Orthodox priests many seemed primarily concerned with encouraging the
return of current parishioners to weekly services. This is understandable and appropriate. Yet in a
time of heightened interest in apostolic, authentic, gospel centered Christianity it’s important to think about how to connect with the future parishioner living around the corner.

First Impressions and Curb Appeal
Need we be reminded of first impressions? Make sure your church looks as
good as it can from the street. An attractive sign? Neat landscaping? Steps
repaired and free of debris? Shoveled walk?
Oh yes, keep the phone answering message up to date and welcoming.

Communicate
Make sure the parish website (yes, you must have a website) is attractive
and up to date. Liberally use photos of clergy and smiling parishioners of varying ages. Make sure
the landing page of the website makes the church street address, parking info, service times, phone
number, email address, priest name, and Facebook address, YouTube (or other) service streaming address easy to find. (‘Above the fold’ as newspapers used to say.) Also explicitly say “Welcome
Guests”.
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An ‘Orthodox Moment’?

(Continued from pg. 12)

There is probably not a need for a lot of in depth Orthodox theology. Most inquirers will have
seriously explored -for good or bad- Orthodox teachings on other websites.
Be sure you have at least a Facebook page and perhaps other social media presence.
By all means continue streaming your services online.

Welcoming and Greeting
As parishes consider welcoming new faces the conversation invariably turns to a ‘greeters
ministry’. This is of course valuable –with the right people and practices.
However remember that the most valuable and impactful greetings are offered not so much by
official greeters but the person in the pew. YOU are the most important greeter. Move over. Smile.
Offer assistance with service books. And, remember the ten minute rule – people evaluate a parish’s
friendliness based on how many people speak to them within ten minutes of the end of the service.
Invite them for coffee. Above all act like you’re expecting them!

Active Fishing
Signs, websites, and greeters are helpful actions – if people are trying to find you. If the fish
are trying to jump into your boat.
If we have clear evidence of heightened interest in Orthodox Christianity should we simply
wait for people to arrive? Is our evangelism only an evangelism of allurement and attraction? Or can/
should we do something more active?
What is your parish’s approach to active fishing? How do you find and attract people who
may be interested in Orthodoxy?
We’re told the most potent evangelism tool is personal invitation of friends, relatives, associates and neighbors. Yet for good and less good reasons, few Orthodox invite people to church. And
the necessary delicacy of using the tactic in a highly secular society can
make inviting personally vulnerable – people not wanting to offend. And
your parish has no doubt long ago stopped spending money on newspaper
and yellow pages advertising. Walking around downtown Pittsburgh with a
signboard is also likely not an option. (See nearby graphic.)

What to do?
In the opinion of many persons considering this question an answer
may lie with the consistent, disciplined use of Facebook –not as a social media platform—or, as some would say ‘a place to argue or look at kitten pictures’ – but as an advertising platform. One approach might be:
* Create a brief 45 second video by the priest welcoming guests
and inviting viewers via a clear call to action. This call to action
is critical -- ask viewers to do something. The call might be either come to church next Sunday or join us in an upcoming study class.
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An ‘Orthodox Moment’?

(Continued from pg. 13)

* Post the video on the parish Facebook page and then “boost” the post. This means you
identify a target audience (characteristics of persons within a specific parish radius) who
will receive the post.
* The parish will pay a few pennies for each Facebook viewer that fits those characteristics and who clicks to watch the video. You can set a budget limit. Start small –say $1020/week.
* You can then follow up via Facebook with viewers who were interested enough to
watch all or a portion of the video. Create a target message for those viewers that reinforces your invitation or simply express a willingness to answer questions or talk.
• Repeat the above –perhaps alternating two brief videos –weekly for 6-8 weeks.
For less cost than your past newspaper ads you will have presented your parish story to hundreds or thousands of potentially interested persons within a (e.g. ten mile) radius of your parish and
followed up with those interested all without printing or mailing costs and envelope stuffing.
Early returns from parishes trying this approach show promise. A parish near Lexington KY
received three Sunday visitors and one participant in an ‘Intro to Orthodoxy’ class with a single simple video post. That person is now a catechumen.
Or, you can wait for fish to jump in the boat. Your choice.
There seems little doubt that we’re in the midst of a period of unprecedented opportunity to
invite people to experience post pandemic community, fellowship, solid doctrine and authentic
Christian worship. What is our response?

THE SYNAXARION OF HOLY THEOPHANY
On the 6th of the month, we keep the
Feast of the Holy Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
At the completion of the thirty hidden years in which He had passed through all the stages of the common
life of man and had shown exemplary humility in all that he did, obedient to his parents, and submissive to
the Law, our Lord Jesus Christ entered upon His public ministry - the path that would lead to His Passion by a dazzling revelation of His divinity. For the Father and the Holy Spirit then bore witness that Jesus is
truly the Only Son of God, consubstantial with the Father, Second Person of the Holy Trinity, Word made
flesh for our salvation, the Savior foretold by the Prophets; and that, in His Person, the Godhead is united
without admixture to our humanity and has made it shine with His glory. Hence this feast of the Baptism of
Christ has been called the Epiphany ('manifestation') or the Theophany, that is to say, the showing forth of
the divinity of Christ and the first clear revelation of the Mystery of the Holy Trinity.
Jesus went at this time from Nazareth in Galilee to Bethany in Judea on the banks of the Jordan. This
was the place where John the Baptist, having come out of the wilderness after thirty years of preparation by
mortification of the flesh, ascesis and prayer, was preaching repentance to the crowds of Jews who came,
drawn his renown as a righteous man and a great Prophet, to be baptized by him in the waters of the River.
Even though the baptism of John surpassed the washings and purifications that the law ordained for bodily
uncleanness (Lev. 15), it did not grant remission of sins, which could be obtained only by the Cross and
sacrifice of Christ. But, in condemning the unrighteous ways and the transgressions of the people by reference to the imminence of the divine judgment, St. John the Baptist led them to recognize their sins, to desire to repent, and to prepare their hearts to seek Him of whom he, the greatest of the children born of
women (Mt. 11: 11), had been appointed the Forerunner. I baptize you with water for repentance, he
said, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy, to unloose - namely, to explain the mystery of the union of the divinity and of the humanity. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Mt. 3:11-12, Lk 3:16; Mk 1:8).
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Amid the crowds intent on confessing their sins and plunging into
the water, Jesus came up to John and asked to be baptized. For the Son
of God, in His infinite love for mankind, not only put on our mortal
flesh but He, the innocent and spotless Lamb of God, even took on
Himself the condition of a sinner. And John, who, on recognizing Him
as the Messiah had leaped for joy in his mother's womb (Lk 1:41), began to tremble in fear of such presumption: “How could the servant
dare to purify with water the King of the Universe? How could the
creature of clay have the temerity to draw near the incarnate Word
without fear of being burnt by the Godhead like straw by fire? Had not
Moses and the greatest of the Prophets only seen Him from afar (Ex.
33:20-3) or under the form of figures and symbols? How could he dare
to impose his hand on the bowed head of his Creator in order to immerse Him in the water?” But Jesus said to him: “Let it be so now, for
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness (Mt. 3:15).”
Just as on the threshold of His Passion, He ordered Peter to let
Him wash his feet (Jn 1:6-9), so today Christ dispels the very human
fear of the servant, terrified in the presence of such an abasement of the
Divinity, and He thereby makes known that, by His Incarnation, He has
come not only to fulfill the ordinances of the Law but to bring in a new
and more perfect righteousness: that of humility, of voluntary sacrifice
and of love. John, the representative of the Old Covenant, obeys the
command of the Lord and thus becomes the minister of the act that ini-

tiates the New Covenant.
Pure and innocent of all sin and so without Adam's shame (Gen. 3:7-11), Christ, the New Adam, went
down naked into the watery grave to signify His impending descent into the darkness of death and His sojourn in
the tomb. As the Prophets foretold, in going down into the waters He trampled on the power of Satan who had
made his lair in their depths-He broke the head of the dragons in the waters (Ps. 73:13) - and then emerged victorious, thus foretelling His resurrection on the third day and the raising up of humanity, washed clean of sin. The
heavens, shut since the fall of the first man, then opened above Him, and from on high the voice of the Father bore
witness to Him before them an: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased (Mt. 3:17). The Holy Spirit
too brought His testimony, appearing in the form of a white dove-the emblem of peace, meekness and reconciliation between God and man (cf. Gen. 8:8-1 l) - and indicating, like the 'finger of God', that this naked man was the
incarnate Only Son of the Father and that He, and not John as the Jews supposed, was the Savior promised by
God. By His baptism in the Jordan, Christ disclosed beforehand that He would deliver mankind from death and
bring it to knowledge of the Holy Trinity by His death and His Resurrection.
On many occasions before this time, God had made Himself known by miracles, signs and wonders, in
dreams and visions, through the mediation of Angels, in the inspired messages of His servants the Prophets, or by
His providential interventions in the history of Israel, in order to teach, to punish or to console His stiff necked
people, which was always inclined to idolatry and to polytheism. Consequently, it was His UNITY that He made
known to them in those days, with power. I am He Who is, He said to Moses in the bush (Ex. 3:14); and when He
revealed Himself in fire on Sinai, He said: Hear, 0 Israel The Lord your God is one Lord, Son and Word of God,
Who, by His Incarnation, has revealed to us the Glory of God and has given us to know that the unique divine nature is, in a manner beyond all utterance, shared-without being divided-by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
The Father is God, the Son is God and the Holy Spirit is God: not three Gods, but three Persons (hypostaseis) in a
single nature (essence). Like three suns or three luminaries, they are united without confusion in their single light.
This mystery of mysteries, inaccessible alike to human thought and to the contemplation of the angels, has been
made known to us by Our Lord Jesus Christ through His baptism in the Jordan and His 'baptism' into death, and
not simply in an external manner, for He has made us participants in it. The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have beheld His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth (Jn 1: 14).
Going back to God after His resurrection from the dead in order, with His body, to take His seat at the right hand
of the Father, He has once and for all opened Heaven to the whole of human nature, and has made it capable of
participating, by the Grace of the Holy Spirit, in the glory and in the undivided and everlasting light of the Holy
Trinity Some say that this blaze of Divine Glory, this light brighter than any light of this world, became perceptible at the moment of Christ's baptism, like as it appeared at Tabor on the day of the Transfiguration (Aug 6),
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for it is actually in the brilliant light of the divinized humanity of Christ that we are initiated into the Light of the
holy Trinity.
0 Word all-shining, sent forth from the Father, Thou art come to dispel utterly the dark and evil night And the sins
of mortal men, and by Thy Baptism to draw up with Thee, 0 blessed Lord, Bright sons from the streams of Jordan.
Accordingly, the feast of Theophany is also known as the Feast of lights. This first revelation of God as Trinity
(Tri-unity) is also the manifestation of the final vocation of man, who is called to become the adoptive son of God,
the anointed (Christ) of the Holy Spirit and partaker of the threefold Light through being made conformable to
Christ in the sacrament of holy Baptism, which finds its Origin in today's feast.
God had made known to John that his baptism of repentance would be concluded on the day of the Baptism of Christ, saying: He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is He who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit (Jn 1:33). Today, therefore, the baptism of John comes to an end in order to make way for the Baptism
which will conferred by the Apostles 'in the Name of Jesus Christ', and which has power to remit sins and to impart the Holy Spirit. By their immersion in the waters which, by the prayer of the Church, have become identical
with those of Jordan, the neophytes enter the Church in the same way as the Savior began his public life; moreover, by their imitation of His death and of His descent into the grave - whereby they also become partakers of His
Resurrection- they have put on Christ (Gal. 3:27) and are initiated into a new life in the light of the Holy Spirit: All
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death. We were buried therefore with Him
by baptism into death. So that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father we too might walk in
newness of life (Rom. 6:3-4).
Just as Moses, prefiguring Christ, parted in two the waters of the Red Sea by striking them crosswise with
his staff, and, after the people had crossed dryshod, caused the waters to resume their normal state, swallowing up
Pharoah and his army (Ex. 14); similarly, when Jesus went down into the waters of the Jordan, they were unable to
endure the fire of His divinity and, in accordance with the prophecies, they turned back (Ps. 113:3): that is to say,
they reversed the laws of the fallen order of nature that is a consequence of Adam's transgression. The waters,
which had been bearers of death and corruption and the abode of impure spirits, became bearers of tight and of purification of sins when the Sun of Righteousness descended into them. Christ is made manifest in the Jordan to
sanctify the waters and the world. In bringing mankind, which sat in the shadow of death, up out of the waters to
the knowledge of the light of the Trinity, the Savior has today overturned and transformed all the laws of the material world and of the cosmos to their very depths. As the Prophets foretold, the material world (symbolized by the
Jordan), made new and penetrated by Light in the mystery of Christ, partakes of the salvation and of the joy of humanity, made new by the Holy Spirit. The wilderness of Jordan shall be covered in flowers and shall rejoice with
joy... and my people shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God (Is. 35:2 LXX). Lo every one who
thirsts, come to the waters (Is. 55: 1).... For thus says the Lord, the Almighty. With joy you will draw water from
the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day. Sing to the Lord, call upon his Name; make known His glory
among the nations, remember that His Name is exalted (Is. 12:34 LXX).
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