
Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania 
Archdiocesan Council Meeting Minutes 

21 April 2009 
 
A meeting of the Archdiocesan Council took place at the Cranberry Township Diocesan Center 
on April 21, 2009. Chaired by Fr. Paul Ziatyk, Chancellor, the meeting began with the singing of 
the Paschal Troparion at 7:06 PM. A special welcome was extended to Bishop-elect Melchisedek 
who was also present. 
 
The following Archdiocesan Council members were present: Archpriests/Priests Igumen Patrick 
(Carpenter), W. Evansky, D. Hendershot, J. Kopcha, A. Matychak, P. Suda, J. Wargo; Deacon J. 
Mell; Messrs. G. Avdakov, S. Daniels, G. Nescott, (Subdeacon) J. Schultz, G. Sidorick, R. Skvir. 
 
A. Fr. Ziatyk began the meeting by sharing the following information: 
 
 1. Two letters of correspondence were received: the first letter was from the   
  Pittsburgh FOCA District and included a $50.00 check to support the diocese’s  
  web site; the second letter was a thank-you note received from Matushka Anna  
  Voytilla for the financial assistance she received.  
 2. Two $1,000.00 scholarships owed our diocesan seminarians are still outstanding.  
  Hopefully, cash flow will allow this support to be forwarded soon.  
 3. A reminder letter to parishes that have not supported the Annual Sunday of the 
  Cross Appeal will need to be sent since quite a number of parishes have not  
  responded with support. 
 4. A vehicle was rented during Holy Week for transportation to take the Bishop- 
  elect to the various diocesan parishes visited. 
 5. The upper room of the house (the room formerly used by Fr. Pitirim) has not been 
  touched, likewise, nothing has been done in the basement; the remainder of the  
  house has been worked on extensively in anticipation of Fr. Melchisedek taking  
  up residence. 
 6. The Archdiocesan files have been cleaned, however, much still needs to be 
  done. Without finalization, a discussion then ensued about preservation and 
  organization of significant archives versus the disposal of routine papers. The 
  Bishop-elect mentioned that perhaps two nuns from the Holy Transfiguration 
  Monastery (Ellwood City) might be solicited to help with filing and light  
  house-keeping. This would be done with the blessing of Archbishop   
  NATHANIEL and Mother Christophora. Appropriate honoraria for the monastery 
  would need to  be established as well. 
 7. It was noted that the Bishop-elect has taken action to rejoin the O.C.A. Pension 
  Plan. It was mentioned during a discussion that he should be certain of the 
  plan’s guidelines to avoid any later complications. 
 8. The Archdiocese will also assume responsibility for the various benefit payments 
  (Ex. - Social Security) routinely required. 
 
B. A discussion then took place concerning the appropriate episcopal stipend to be offered. 
 It was noted that we need to review the other O.C.A. episcopal stipends currently in 
 effect. It was mentioned that we need to give an “appropriate” stipend but we must be 
 cautious that this is not tied to an increase in diocesan assessments since this would have 
 a negative effect on the new hierarch’s relationship with the laity and clergy. An ad hoc 
 committee was formed to report back to the council with recommendations. The 
 committee includes: Igumen Patrick (Chair), Fr. Matychak, G. Nescott, J. Schultz. 
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C.  The upcoming episcopal consecration was discussed in depth at this point. Metropolitan 
 JONAH conveyed the message that, after polling the Holy Synod, the originally 
 suggested dates of June 6th and 13th are not workable. His Beatitude favors June 27th. 
 While the council secretary left the meeting room to make various phone calls to clarify 
 the status of the June 27th date, the council continued its discussion of this topic, with a 
 consensus affirming the appointment of Fr. Paul Suda as event chair made previously by 
 the chancellor. 
 
 [Secretarial note: Fr. Suda noted the following appointments to the secretary in a follow-
 up discussion for the sake of clarity - Liturgics: Igumen Patrick/ Toastmaster: Ron Skvir / 
 Commemorative Book: Igumen Patrick / Banquet: Igumen Patrick / Banquet Seating: 
 Claudia Steeb.] 
 
 Those speaking at the banquet would be kept to a minimum to expedite the event. 
 Possible locations for the banquet were reviewed by Fr. Suda; Igumen Patrick was to 
 seek additional sites as well since we changed the date to June 27th. The council agreed to 
 the June 27th date by consensus. Fr. Ziatyk will contact Fr. Garklavs to formalize this date 
 as soon as the banquet facility is finalized.  
 
 It was also decided to have a “Meet-and Greet” at the Diocesan Center on June 28th.  
 The start time would be 2 PM; Vespers would be celebrated in the pavilion at 5 PM. 
 
D. A motion was made (G. Nescott/ S. Daniels) that Fr. Melchisedek immediately begin to 
 receive the remuneration package previously in effect for the late archbishop, this to 
 be in effective until the Bishop-elect’s consecration; only the car allowance is excluded 
 from this temporary package. (Motion passed unanimously) 
 
E. A motion was made (G. Nescott/ G. Avdakov) that the Archdiocesan Council authorize the 
 creation of a temporary discretionary fund (May-June-July 2009) for the Bishop-elect 
 to use with appropriate documentation; the amount per month to be a maximum of
 $1,000.00. (Motion passed unanimously) 
 
F. A motion (R. Skvir/ J. Schultz) was made to reimburse Subdeacon Rodion Pfeiffer with an 
 honorarium of $500.00 for his time, effort, and lost wages while assisting in 
 transporting the Bishop-elect to the various parishes during Holy Week/Pascha 2009. 
 (Motion passed unanimously) 
 
G. Having no further business to discuss, a motion (Fr. Suda/ G. Avdakov) to adjourn was 
 made and passed unanimously at 9:00 PM. The Paschal Hymn to the Theotokos was then 
 sung to conclude the meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 //signed//         
 
Archpriest William Evansky 
(Acting) Archdiocesan Council Secretary 
 
 
 


